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A Doughboy Returns to France

By CORLISS HOOVEN GRIFFIS.
LTHOUGH a week spent In and|

around the St. Mihlel salient and |
visiting forty miles of battlefields |
was extremely exhausting, nevertheless it
could only Increase our-pride in the First
American Army and the remarkable wvie-
tory it gained here on September 12, 1918,
8t. Mihiel 48 a name which now means
so much to any American that when we
turned in the direction of this city it was
vwith an eagerness we had not heretofore
experienced. We knew that there were
no memories or [ncidents of fighting here
by other forces which could compare to
ths deeds of our own troops.

St. Mihje! is a wreck from one end to|
the other. The work of reconstruction
and rebuilding is proceeding slowly because
it is so enormous an undertaking. Even
now scarcely 60 per cent. of the houses
appear to be occupled.

It was no easy matter to find a place to
lodge. What had once been the main hotel
of the town was still without a roof, and
most of the others were in a similar plight.
One which we did finally discover, how-
ever, proved to be comfortable—so coms-
_fortable, in fact, that we were not at all

surprised to learn that it hagd been used
for four years to house German officers.
Many of the doors to the bedrooms have
“gimmer” painted on them, and some of
them even the names of the Kaiser's offi-
cers marked on the paneis.

The first morning of our visit found us
on our way to the northeast, through the
center of the salient. It was necesasary |
here to climb the long hill up to the level
"t the Helghts of the Meuse, and when
on a bicycle hills such as thesg become of
prodigious moment. The first village of
consequence was Chaillon, eleven kilo-
meters or so from St. Mihiel |

We were immediately impressed with the
vast respect ‘that the inhahitants feel
toward the Americans, who had relensed
them from their captivity. The village is
now in the process of rebuilding, and we
stopped for Junch in a little cafe, where an
old lady d the cooking over an open
blaze in a great blackened fireplace. There
was only onea room. And the food was
served direct from (he fire to our table.
Bvery doughboy has seem fust such a
place, and it was in this kind of a primi-
tive but hospitable atmosphere that many
Americans found lasting friendships with
the French. The old hostess, quite over-
come¢ with the Idea of entertaining Amer-
fcans for a meal, showered ns with her
wvery best,

The country we had traversed since leav-

C

ing St. Mihiel had been rough and wooded,
In plwes it was of !mpassable density;
this was another reason why it was

miraculous for the Americans to pinch off
this =alient so quickly and with such
“apparent ease. All along the road we now
found evidences German occupation,
dugouts and shelters of every description.
place there had been a German
cemetery, and although the last of the
bodies had been removed there were still
many large and elaborate monuments,

here are many German cemeleries o'n|
the promontory here and there, but near |
the station was a large one which was |
unusual because gpractically all of the |
black crosses carried French inscriptions, |
showing with what consideration the|
French had buried the enemy and how
they have since taken care of the graves
even as they do those of thelr own soldlers. f
Yet one thing which we have noticed on
al: German graves distinguishes them from |
those of any other nationality. Each |
Teuton grave ls marked with crosas,
are the French, the English or American;
hewever, with the German it is the Iron
Cross of war.
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although it is not completed as yet it will
be beautiful in the years to come.

The road to Flirey goes through the
famous Mort-Mare Wood, and here the
front line trenches of the enemy haa
seemed Iimpregnable, Nevertheless they
were taken expeditiously enough by the
American Eighty-ninth Divislon in the
great advance of the frst day. Entering
Flirey itself the first object to strike your
eye is the magnificent monument which
has been erected by the French of Lor-
raine in honor of the American army. In
the midst of this desolated village it was
touching to find that the French sense of

that this monument had been erected be-
fore the village itself could again fairly
be congidered habitable. With a large bas-
relief of two American soldiers the face
of the monument carries the inscription
“La Lorraine aux Etats Unis"—"Lorraine
to the United States."” The shaft also dis-
plays a list of the American divisions
together with a brief account of the battle.
participating in the St Mihiel offensive,

From Flirey we continued to Beaumont,
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some 1,260 feet high, had dominated the
whole of the St. Mihiel salient and par-
ticularly had it been a source of annoy-
ance to the Americans intrenched in the
marshy ground at its base. IL was an ad-
mirable observation post for the Germans
and had been heavily fortified. It was
toward this tremendously formidable hill
that the First Division directed the ad-
vance on September 12, and very shortly
after It fell into American hands.

The predominating impression which
this historic sector gives now to an Amer-
fcan, however, is not of war or even of
the memories of war. It is the earnest,
heroiec enthusiasm of the Fremch peaple,
who are straining every possible effort to
rebuild their homes before the winter
comes. The fields and gardens in this part
of the country have received first atten-
tion, while the people lived, as in fact
they are still living, in little wooden shacks
resembling old barracks. Yet by this time
the people have had an opportunity to
turn to the towns, and every one is busy
upon a new home—the villages are literally
humming with labor., BSlowly but steadily
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The ruins at Xivray,

thence to Belcheprey. We had been want-
ing to see Seicheprey for months, since
this little hamlet held for each of us a
peculiar sentiment. For here took place

| the first real test of American troeps In

the war. This town and the surrounding
sectors had been held by the First Di-
vision from January 21 to April 5, 1618
Then It was relieved by the Twentyv-sixth,
the New England or “Yankee” Division.
Un the 20th of April the Germans launched
@ surprise attack on this division and car-
ried the town. However, the boys from
New England reformed and after a two
day fight took back all the lost territory
and demonstrated to the Germans that
they were soldiers of the highest type.

In September the First Division again
held this sector, and it was here that they
started the victorious thrust which re-
sulted in their capture of Montsec. Beiche-

ing the fighting years, yet it is already so
largely rebuilt that scarcely a war land-
| mark is recognizable. Just beyond the

town, where the fieids now look much the |
| snme as they

did before the German in-
vasion, little First Division monuinent
marks the American front line.

St. Baussant we found to be almost
completely destroyed This village was
wrested from the enemy by the Forty-
=3 “Rainbow" Division during the

nd or
: Here {t was that the American

méd astonishing feats, the vil-

to the advancelng Americans
within less than thirty minutes after the
attack began. There is little here now
Ieft to see; the old chateau which formerly
dominated the town remains mer

heap
of crumbling walls and bhroken st

Fassing through Richect
tion of Xivr

bose of Montsed

in the nl rec
very close to the

hill

We Came

This commanding

new communities are rising out of the
vestiges of the old.

To a soldier no spot In the world can
equal one of his old battlefields for conjur-
ing up the most vivid of memories, Because
of this the thoughts of more than a million
Americans  habitually turn toward the
great battlefield of the American Army in

the Meuse-Argonne offensive, and when-
ever possible their footsteps also turn in
the same direction. It has become a new

national shrine.

On our journey north from St. Mihiel,
and long before we arrived within sight of
the city of Verdun, we began to encounter
traces of the great battle of 1916, when the
German Crown Prince made a supreme

| effort to take that citadel and where his

| present the most barren spectacle.
naturally was a complete wreck dur- |

| where

tremendous
victory.

onslaught ended in French
Om all sides of the city the hilltops
They
covered with ghastly stumps of what
formerly abundant forests. Every-
are shell holes—the Inevitable shell
holes—so many indeed that it has been im-
possible to 1ill in all or even a considerable
portion of them.
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The city of Verdun itself remains a ple-
ture of woeful desolation. Very little re-
building has been yndertaken here. Much
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of the business is being carried on in little |

wooden bulldings resembling barracks,
that this anclent French community is In
some respects a prototype of & Western

mining town Everywhere, however, are
the ruins of a prosperous and historie
st

Pushing on at once to the Meuse-Ar-
gonne  battlefield we =sought the point
where my own division, the Thirty-third,
hod been assigned at the beginning of the
offensive. This was at the extrame right
flank of the Amerlean Army, resting on

Continuwed from Page Twenty
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